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Smoking & Madison

leaders set a course

ebate this hot issue

responsibly

The cities of Huntsville and
Madison don't mind drawing
treasures its past and pres-

ent; each looks to unique

And each has competed ﬁermly in

recent years over such matters as
au.ne:unglucmum commercial

roperty. ‘
But, d and
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e €er. one
the other, eventually, often fol-

It should come as no surprise,
then, that the Madison City Coun-
cil will begin a process next month
to take that city where Huntsville
hasgonebeﬁak}i;mwaidhc
tions on smoking in public places.

City Councilman Mark Russell
-1edthe in Huntsville. And,
aﬁerﬁnuch eil?;te some of it
very heated - the Rocket
adoptedacompmmmelaCl%a:

resmmmachﬁ
- They can smoking on :
- premises or they can allow it and
exclude employees and customers
under the age of 19.

In Madison, veteran City Coun-
cilwoman ia McCollum is
E]r;::anﬁ e adoption of some
ind of public s restric-
sl aaar;i“m‘:“
pro a way to
issue that the most zealous
san on either side of the issue has
to say is fair.

She wants both

- and smokers’ righ
presentargumemxtoﬂneMadl
son City Council. She wants at

issue. Then, and
only then, does she
want the City
Council to act.

The public
health concerns
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of amnowﬁogﬂle
Americans, ose
whod:ousehosmoke.
‘What of ordinance, if any,
Madison adopts will depend on
thepresenﬁwtanonsbyo}htimberat
passion e citizens
andﬁdemsmnsofthe(‘.lty
Council members.
‘Whether the time has come for
Madison to step forward on this
msueremamsmqimstmn.

‘What's virtually assured,
though,l.sﬁla:tthadxsondoem’t
now, it will
evenhmlly Just as it is inevitable
that at some point Huntsville will
cities across the nation
more

Allthat’syetto&a{out. What's
important now is McCollum
has established a playing field for
debate that is fair to all parties.
Yw’?&f’hem?d’mmnple.
emotional topic for many
'Ihatdoesn’tmemrtcan ﬁ,
addressed civilly and democrati-
cally, And the leaders of Madison
mposiﬁonedﬂlemsehﬁmdo

IJMHPWI:IH for the editori-
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